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TAGS: SOPN, PINT. PO 

SUB J : MEDIA DEVELOPMENTS 

SUMMARY: REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL HAS FORMALLY REFUSED TO SECURE A 
MUCH-NEEDED LOAN SOUGHT BY THE WORKER-CONTROLLED 'REPUB LICA" 
LISBON NEWSPAPER. DECISION REFLECTS FACT THAT REGIME HAS PASSED 
FROM THE GONCALVIST PERIOD, WHEN SUCH A DENIAL WOULD HAVE BREN 
DIFFICULT. END SUMMARY. 

1. BACKING DENIED ON LOAN: WORKER-CONTROLLED "A REPUB LICA" OF 
SEPT. 15 CARRIES PROMINENT ARTICLE REPORTING THAT THE REVOLUTIONARY 
COUNCIL HAS REFUSED TO SECURE A 9,000,000-ESCUDO (U.S. $337,000) 

LOAN. ARTICLE SAYS LOAN NEEDED "TO PAY DEBTS"— MANY OF THEM 
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GOES ON TO SAY THAT "REPUBLICA" IS "UNDER SIEGE BY 'SOCIAL-DEMO- 
CRACY,' UNDER LEADERSHIP OF THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT. MUST 'REPUBLICA' 
PAY THE PRICE' FOR THE NEW 'COALITION' GOVERNMENT? ’REPUBLICA' 

KNOWS THAT IT CAN COUNT ONLY ON THE SOLIDARITY OF THE WORKING 
CLASS AND OF THE MASSES IT SERVES...." 

2. COMMENT: "REPUBLICA" HAS LIST CIRCULATION (REPORTEDLY DOWN 
TO 4,000) AND HAS HAD INCREASING FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES SINCE 
THE WORKERS WRESTED THE PAPER AWAY FROM PUBLISHER RAUL REGO, 

WHO HAD CLOSELY ALIGNED IT WITH THE SOCIALIST PARTY; SIMILARLY, 

THE FORMERLY BANK-OWNED, AND NOW STATE-FINANCED, "DIARIO DE 
NOTICIAS," "O SECULO," AND "DIARIO DE LISBOA" ARE RUNNING UP 
HUGE DEFICITS. "REPUBLICA" WAITED IN VAIN FOR SOME GOP ASSISTANCE 
DURING THE GONCALVES REGIME; SOME OBSERVERS THOUGHT HELP WAS NOT 
NOT FORTHCOMING BECAUSE THE PAPER WAS MORE UDP THAN PCP. NOW THE 
ANTI-COMMUNISTS, WHO CONTROL THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL, ARE EVEN 
LESS SYMPATHETIC TO THE FAR-LEFT ORIENTATION OF "REPUBLICA," WHICH 
HAS STRONGLY ATTACKED THE ANTUNES "NINE" AND OTHER ANTI- 
COMMUNISTS OF THE ARMED FORCES MOVEMENT. 
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